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Executive Order 12024 (42 FR 61445; De-
cember 1, 1977). 

Committee meeting means any gath-
ering of advisory committee members 
(whether in person, by telephone, or 
through electronic means) held with 
the approval of an agency for the pur-
pose of deliberating on the substantive 
matters upon which the advisory com-
mittee provides advice or recommenda-
tions. 

Committee member means an indi-
vidual who is appointed to serve on an 
advisory committee and has the full 
right and obligation to participate in 
the activities of the committee, includ-
ing voting on committee recommenda-
tions. 

Designated Federal Officer means a 
government employee appointed, pur-
suant to § 7.11(a), to chair or attend 
each meeting of an NRC advisory com-
mittee to which he or she is assigned. 

Discretionary advisory committee 
means any advisory committee that is 
established, but not required to be es-
tablished, under the authority of an 
agency head, and its establishment or 
termination is within the legal discre-
tion of an agency head. 

GSA means the General Services Ad-
ministration. 

Non-discretionary advisory committee 
means any advisory committee either 
required by statute or Presidential di-
rective. A non-discretionary com-
mittee required by statute generally is 
identified specifically in a statute by 
name, purpose, or functions and its es-
tablishment is mandated. 

NRC means the agency established by 
title II of the Energy Reorganization 
Act of 1974, 42 U.S.C. 5801 (88 Stat. 1233), 
and known as the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. 

NRC Advisory Committee Management 
Officer means the individual appointed, 
pursuant to § 7.10(a), to supervise and 
control the establishment and manage-
ment of NRC advisory committees. 

NRC Public Document Room means the 
Public Document Room maintained by 
the NRC at 11555 Rockville Pike, Rock-
ville, Maryland 20852–2738. 

Presidential advisory committee means 
an advisory committee established by 
statute or directed by the President to 
advise the President. 

Staff member means any individual 
who serves in a support capacity to an 
advisory committee. 

Subcommittee means a subgroup of an 
advisory committee, whether or not its 
members are drawn in whole or in part 
from the parent advisory committee. 

Utilized committee means a committee 
or group not established by the Federal 
Government, but whose operations are 
managed or controlled by a Federal 
agency. 

[67 FR 79839, Dec. 31, 2002] 

§ 7.3 Interpretations. 
Except as specifically authorized by 

the Commission in writing, no inter-
pretation of the meaning of the regula-
tions in this part by an NRC officer or 
employee, other than a written inter-
pretation by the General Counsel, shall 
be binding upon the Commission. 

§ 7.4 Establishment of advisory com-
mittees. 

(a) An NRC advisory committee may 
be established under this part only if 
its establishment— 

(1) Is specifically directed or author-
ized by statute or by Executive Order 
of the President; or 

(2) Has been determined by the Com-
mission to be in the public interest and 
essential to the performance of the du-
ties imposed on the Commission by 
law. 
The determination required by para-
graph (a)(2) of this section shall be a 
matter of formal record, and shall in-
clude a statement of a clearly defined 
purpose for the advisory committee. 

§ 7.5 Consultation with Committee 
Management Secretariat on estab-
lishment of advisory committees; 
advisory committee charters. 

(a) Before establishing a discre-
tionary advisory committee, the NRC 
shall consult with the Committee Man-
agement Secretariat. With a full un-
derstanding of the background and pur-
pose behind the proposed advisory com-
mittee, the Committee Management 
Secretariat may share its knowledge 
and experience with the NRC on how 
best to make use of the proposed com-
mittee, alternate methods of attaining 
the agency’s purpose, or whether a pre- 
existing advisory committee performs 
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